
2302 Great N. Drive 
Fargo, North Dakota 58402 

(701) 241-8632 
dave.sederquist@xcelenergy.com 

 
January 4, 2018 

—VIA ELECTRONIC FILING— 
- FEDERAL EXPRESS -  

Darrell Nitschke, Executive Director 
North Dakota Public Service Commission 
State Capitol Building, Sept 408 
600 East Boulevard 
Bismarck, ND 59505-0480 
  
RE:  COMPLIANCE FILING - COURTENAY WIND PROJECT SITING 
 CASE NO. PU-15-174 
 
Dear Mr. Nitschke: 
 
Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy (the Company), 
submits to the North Dakota Public Service Commission (Commission) this 
compliance filing in the above-referenced matter.  This filing is being made pursuant 
to Section 4.0, Issues to Resolve and Recommendations, of the Post-Construction Inspection 
Report prepared by Wenck Associates, Inc. for the Commission, dated October 2017. 
The following required items are attached to this filing: 
 

• As-built maps and associated GIS/CAD files – please see Attachment A to this 
filing.  Due to the voluminous size of the documents, Attachment A is being 
provide on a CD via Federal Express. 
 

• Documentation of Tree and Shrub Replacement, Planting Report, and annual 
survival Reports for three years following planting.  Attachment B is a letter 
signed by the one landowner that had a tree removed during the construction 
of the wind farm.  As reported in 2016 pursuant to the Certification Relating to 
Order Provisions Energy Conversion Facility Siting, Tree and Shrub Mitigation 
Specifications; Replacement, Section 13, dated July 3, 2013, which provides the 
homeowner the opportunity to waive the right to have replacement trees 
planted on landowner’s property and instead, have replacement trees planted 
off the landowner’s property.  The landowner waived their right to the 
replanting of trees to their property and instead asked that the replacement 
trees be donated to the City of Wimbledon’s Memorial.  Current photos are 
included with Attachment B. 
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• Documentation on coordination with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

(USFWS) about active eagle nest in Project Area.  Coordination with USFWS 
on the Courtenay Wind Farm (CWF) project began early in the wind farm 
development process in 2010. The project developer incorporated USFWS 
input into project design and protocols for pre-construction wildlife surveys. 
Ongoing coordination with USFWS occurred throughout project development, 
and the USFWS was kept informed of project status changes and survey 
results.  

 
In 2013, the project developer informed USFWS that an active eagle nest was 
discovered within the project area during that year’s field surveys. The project 
developer also informed the USFWS of the intent to move forward with efforts 
in compliance with the USFWS Eagle Conservation Plan Guidance.  

 
Since that time, Xcel Energy has worked closely with USFWS to develop an 
Eagle Conservation Plan (ECP) that assesses impacts to bald eagles from 
development and operation of CWF and prescribes avoidance and 
minimization measures to reduce the risk to eagles. Following construction of 
CWF, coordination with USFWS has remained ongoing, and the impacts to 
eagle and other birds and bats are being monitored through post-construction 
mortality monitoring and other survey work. 

 
• USACE wetland permit/easement coordination:  A letter dated December 26, 

2013, was received from the Department of the Army Corps of Engineers 
stating that the identified project area did not include waters of the United 
States and was not subject to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act and that no 
permit was required from the Corps.  Please see Attachment C for the letter 
and jurisdictional determination. 

 
If you have any questions or concerns regarding this matter, please contact me at 
dave.sederquist@xcelenergy.com or (701) 241-8632. 
 
SINCERELY, 
 
 
 
 
David H. Sederquist 
Sr. Consultant, Regulation & Finance 
Enclosure 

mailto:dave.sederquist@xcelenergy.com


414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

 
 
September 15, 2016 

—VIA ELECTRONIC FILING— 
 
 
Darrell Nitschke, Executive Director 
North Dakota Public Service Commission 
State Capitol Building, Sept 408 
600 East Boulevard 
Bismarck, ND 59505-0480 
  
RE:  COMPLIANCE FILING 

COURTENAY WIND FARM PROJECT 
 CASE NO. PU-15-174 
 
Dear Mr. Nitschke: 
 
Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy (the Company), 
submits to the North Dakota Public Service Commission (the Commission) this 
compliance filing in the above-referenced matter.  This filing is being made pursuant 
to the Certification Relating to Order Provisions Energy Conversion Facility Siting, 
Tree and Shrub Mitigation Specifications; Replacement, Section 13, dated July 3, 2013, for 
Courtenay Wind Farm, LLC, which provides the homeowner the opportunity to 
waive the right to have replacement trees planted on landowner’s property and 
instead, have replacement trees planted off the landowner’s property.   
 
If you have any questions or concerns regarding this matter, please contact me at 
dave.sederquist@xcelenergy.com or (701) 241-8632. 
 
SINCERELY, 
 
 
 
David H. Sederquist 
Sr. Consultant, Regulation & Finance 
Enclosure 
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